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THE 


Numb. 41. 


OBSERVATOR. 


A Letter to the Obfervator, charging bim with being the Author of a Book, call’d; 


A Deteétion of the Meaning and Wicked Defign of Mr. Lefley’s Book, Entituled, 
Plain and Eafie Method with the Deifts. His Fudgment on that Book, end Mr. Lefley’s, 


A 


aith a Short Hint at a Surer Method to prove the T ruth of Chriftianity than that taken 
by Mr. Lefley, whofe Biafs to the Church of Rome is palpable. 





From Saturday, June 3, 


asin 


1710. 


Tiednelhap, June 7. 





Countrym, HEt’s a very Civil Letter from a 

Gentleman, Matter, wherein he 
fays, he was very much concern’d tohear you 
feverely refle@ted upon lately in fome Company 
by feveral Honelt Gentlemen for fo openly 
countenancing a Pamphlet, call'd, 4 Detectzon 
of Lefley’s Four Marks, which all that had 
read it affirm’d to be an Athciltical Libel; and 
that one in the Company was very politive that 
you yourfelf was the Author of it, wherein 
though nobody concur’d with him, yet all won- 
der’d that a Man of your Character {hould be fo 





far tran{ported with Perfonal Prejudices, or Zeal 
for Controverfies of leis Importance, as to be 
any Ways acceffary to the Wounding Religion 
through the Sides of your Adverfary. He hopes 
you will be able to juftifie yourf-If in this Par- 
ticular, and not be offended at the Liberty taken 
by your unknown Friend and humble Servant. 

Obf. Lam fo far from being offended, Roger, 
that [ think myfelf oblig’d to return hearty 
Thanks to the Gentleman. I have declar’d on 
other Occafions that I am not concern’d in the 
Advertifements put into the Obfervator ; that's 
the Bookfellers and Printers Province, who pui 
in what they think fit: Any Body may be fati- 
fied of this, who confiders that Advertifements 
in favour of the Principles which ] oppofe every 
Day have often been put into the Paper; and 1 
have fo frequently declar'd my felf againtt Deifm, 
Socinianifm, Arianifm, and every Thing that 
tends to run down the Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, the Dodtrine of the Church of Eng 
iand, or the Divine Inftitution of a Gofpel Mi- 
nifiry, and of Civil Government, that nothing 
but Malice can charge me with the contrary. 
As to the Pamphlet in quetiion, I neither am 
the Author, nor know who is ; and the Pub- 
lither can beat me Witnefs that I was agatnit ad- 
vertizing it till he fhew’d me the Advertifement 
on the Back of the Title-page, wherein the Au- 
thor promifes in a Jittle Time a more full and 
ample Detection of thofe Perfons defervedly tii- 
led Deifis, which is alfo promifed p. 45. of the 
Pamphlet, wherein if the Author fail, 1 mutt 
needs taks the Liberty to fay that he acts neitlier 
like a Chriftian, nora Gentleman. _ 

Countrym. 1 hope this will fatishie the Gentle- 
men that the Book ts none of your’s, Matter 5 in 
the mean Time pray give me your Opinion otf 
it. 

Obf. think, Roger, that the Author fhould 
have publifh’d his own Arguments againit the 
Deifis at the fame Time he confuted Mr. Lefley’s, 
Or at lealt, that he fhould have publith'd them be- 
Ore now, fince he forefaw the Objection thai 
Would be made againit his Performance, p. 46. 


» 


{tice as to fay, I think he is wrane’d by thofe 
who call his Book an Atheiltical Libel, fince he 
owns, Pp» 7 that the Scriptures are the only 
coundation of the Chrittian Religion, and are 
of Divine Authority. Thefe are not the Words 
of an Atheiit or Deilft ; and as we are not to 
judge Mens Thoughts, weare to believe he {peaks 
what he chinks, except we cin prove the contra- 
ry by Fact, which I conccive cannot fairly be 
done from any Thing chat 1 have yet obferv’d 
in his Book; tor Divines of unqueltionable Re~ 
putation have {poke with as much Difregard of 
the Arguments brought from the Sybilline Oracles 
ashe; Chrittianity needs none of thofe Weak 
Supports, and all Protefiant Writers have ex- 
ploded the Pre Frandes of the Papitts, as en 
of them have done the Weak Arguments o 
fome of the Antients: We mutt have Recourfe 
to the Law, and to the Teitimony, as the only 
Rule and Foundation of our Faith and Manners, 
and not betray our Caufe by laying too much 
Strefs upon Other Topicks or Humane Authority ; 
for ‘tis that which has brought in all the Idolatry 
and Superttition that has fo long been the Bane of 
the Chriltian Church: So that the Sin of Chri- 
ttians has become their Judgment; and becaufe 
they did not receive the Love of the Truth, a 
great Part of thafe who call’d theiifelves by that 
Venerable Name have been given up to Stron 
Delufions, and to believe Lies, as was foretol 
of thofe of the Church of Rome, and other 
Apottate Chrifiians, 2 Thef. 2. 11. 

Countrym., Lown, Matter, that among Chri- 
fiians the Scripture {hould be the only Rule; but 
how fhall we argue with thofe that don’t be- 
lieve their Divine Authority, or never heard of 
them ? 

Obf. We muft then argue, Roger, from fo much 
of the Nature of God as appears in the 
Works of (Creation and Providence, and the Di- 
States of Natural Confcience and Reafon, which 
the Apoiile tells us isa Lawto them that have 
no other, Kom, 1.19, 20. and 2. 14,15. From 
thofe Things which they themflves own, we 
can prove by unan{werable Arguments, that the 
Chriliian Religion, as laid down in the Scriptures, 
mult needs be of Divine Inititution, and can 
havenoother Author but God. It agrees per- 
fectly with all the Attributes, that Nature it(elf 
teaches us to alcribe to him, and informs us of 
the Original Caufe of that Depravation and Dif- 
order of the Paflions and Affections that every 
Man finds in himielf, which other Religions ne- 
ver pretended to, but lefe all their V taries in the 
Dark, both as to their Difeafe and the Cure. 

Therefore were [| to argue with a Pagan or a 





However I muft do the Gentleman fo much Ju- 


Deilt, I would take the Apotile’s Method, and 
ask ’ein if they did not find thelr Thoughts ac- 
Culing 
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cufing and excufing them. This is a Demon- | 


{tration which every Rational Soul is fenfible of, 
and cannot deny ; or if they do, we are able 
from our own Experience to convict them of 
Falfhood ; for what Solomon {ays we all know to 
be true, Prov. 27. 10. As in Water Face anfwers 
to Face, fo the Heart of Man to Man, Then ince 
the verieft Pagan mult own this, the next Que 
ftion naturally is, From whence comes that De- 
pravation ? The Pagan or Deilt muti profefs their 
Ignorance of the Caufe, though they be all fen- 
fible of the Effects, and that none but the Au- 
thor of our Being can difcover or reveal it. Then 
we reply, the Scriptures have told it us, and by 
Confequence muft be of Divine Revelation, for 
nothing but Omnifcience could tell fuch a Secret 
which all Men by Nature are ignorant of ; and if 
we believe the Account the Scriptures give us of 
the Difeafe, and no other is it poflible for us to 
find out 2? We muft believe them alfo as to the 
Cure, and this leads us by the Hand to Reveal. 
ed Religion. Inthe next Place we come to ex- 
amine the Nature of that Religion, and tind as 
plainly the Marks of Infinite Goodnefs, Holinefs 
and Juttice, in it, as we find of an Almighty 
and Infinite Power in the Works of Creation. 
It agrees to all the Notions we cana frame of 
God, teaches fuch a Purity of Thought and 
AdGtion as fuits the Nature of the Divine Being 
and could we attain to it, would make us as 
like him as’tis poflible for a Creature to be to its 
Creator, which cannot be faid of any other Re- 
ligion. This was the Way our S.:viour argued 
with the Jews in his Divine Sermon from th: 
Mount, 4st. 5. It bas been faid foyand fo of ola but I 
fay thus and thus, And there he taught them a 
Purity of Mind that they were abfo!ute Strangers 
to. becaufe they were funk into the Dregs of Su- 
perfiition and Humane Traditions, and if the 
minded the Outfide, thought themfelves fui 
ficiently acquitted, without any Care of the In 
ner Man. Ina Word, the Chriftian Religion i: 
{o contrary to the Corrupt Nature of Man, and 
ours fo much Contempt upon all Ungodlinefs 
and Worldly Lutts,and indeed on every Thing that 
is grateful to our Senfual Appetites, which oc- 
cafion fo much Diforder within us, and all thofe 
Crimes without us, that are deftru@tive of So 
ciety, and make us hurtful to one another, that 
it can never be aHumane Contrivance ; it natural- 
ly elevates our Thoughts above every Thing 
that’s Humane, raifes us from Earth to Heaven, 
makes us contemn this World, and look out for 
a Heavenly Country, as the Apottle expreffes it, 
Heb, 11. and exemplities in the Pra@tice of the 
Patriarchs and Martyrs. Here’s no need of Phi- 
lofophy, Hiftory, or Humane Learning of any 
Sort, to comprehend this Way of Arguing, 
Senfe and Reafon agree with it, and mutt be fi- 
lenc'd, if not convine’d, by it: But while Men 
take other Methods to prove the Truth of Chri- 
ftianity than our Saviour and his Apoftles took. 
they bewilder themfelves, and profeffing to be 
Wife become Fools, are given up to their own 
vain Imaginations and vile Affe@tions, and while 
they endeavour to ettablifh Religion by Humane 
Tettimony and Authority, undermine it. 
Cuunt7ym. What do you think then of Mr. 
Lefly’s Way of Arguing, Mafter? Don’t you 
oe 5 rt y 
think that his plain and eafie Method with the 
Deilis is well Writ, and Unanfwerable > 
Ob, There are fome Things in it very well 
faid, Roger; but though all his Four Marks 
fhould fail, you fee Chiiftianity ftahds upon a 





furer Foundation, and carries it 

along with it, without flanding in Need nate 
of his Marks, which ’tis his Bufinefs to F en 
againft the Gentleman’s Objections ey ead 
of mine. In the mean time I mutt declare me 
{elf to be of the Gentleman’s Opinion pg . 
has betray’d the Caufe by his Way of oreo ; 
it; and no Man who has read his Pontifia 
and Kegale, or his Rebearfals, can doub a 
his Inclinations to the Laudesa, Caffandy; “4 
or Grotian Popery; had it not been for hi 
Biafs that Way, 1 cann’t fee why he tho ld 
not have infilted upon the Apoitacy of the Rom 
Church, fo plainly foretold in the New ay 
as an Ocular Demontirstion of the Divine Ay. 
thority of that Book, fince we tee now with “ 
own Eyes what it foretold fo many indeed 
Years ago, verify’d in the Roman Church, viz 
That in the later Limes fome fhould depart from the 
Faith, giving heed to feducing Spirits, and Dokirines 
of Devils, or Demons, which Dr. Hammond and 


“others judicionfly Interpret of the Do. rine of Wor. 


bipping Saints and Angels; forbidding to Marry 
and commanding to abjtain from Meats, &c. 1 Tim, 

je 1, 2, 3- And Antichritt’s exalting  bimfelf 

above all that is cal’d God, fo that be as God fit. 

tith in the Temple of God, fhewing bim{:If that be 
is God, and working after the Manner of Satan 

with all Powir, and Signs, and Lying Wonders, 
2 Thef. 2. 4.and 9, &c. Thefe Things, toge. 
ther_with the Geographical Detcription of Rome, 
the Seat of the Antichrijtian Empire, Rev, 17, Oc, 
and the Vilible Accomplithment tent of the Difper- 
fionof the Fems.and theirbeing a curfed Vagabond 
People, according to our Saviour’s Predicticn, 
Luke 21. Mark 13. aud their own Imprecation, 
Matth. 27.25. Thefe Things, Roger, are fuch 
Lefatlioh Proofs, that the Nw T.fRament is 
Writ by Divine Infpiration, as ttrike our Senfes, 
ind can admit of no Contradi@tion : VVhereas 
its evident to ali Men who know any Thing 
that the Magicizns of Agypt wrought Ly- 
ing Miracles by the Power of the Devil: 
and it’s plainly foretold that. the Chu:ch of 
Rome “{hould do the like, for which they, 
as well as the Heathens, have appointed 
Days and Orders of Men to keep them in Re- 
membrance; and though many of the Mat- 
ters of Fact may juitly be deny'd, yet fome of 
them cannot be difprov’d ; nor is there any need 
they fhould, fince we are foretold by whofe 
Power, and for what End, they are wrought, 
which inftead of being Proots againft Chriftianity, 
confirm the Truth of it: So that as Mr. Lefey 
has manag’d the Matter, I canu’t help thinking 


that our Holy Religion is little beholden to {uch 
an Advocate. 


Advertifement. 


Che Attractive Specifick Pili, 

HICH makes the Cure of the Modith Difeafe more 

Certain, Safe, and Eatie, in fpite of the moft Dread- 
ful Symptoms, and the Ufe of Mercury, which b 
Vertue of the Quantity of Geld, of which it is compos’, 
it attracts with the Difeafe, and expels both out of the 
Body together, by humouring the Friendly Motions ot Na- 
ture to that Degree, that it works without Pain or Sicknels, 
as the Habit of the Body is moft inclin’d, whether to Sweat, 
Vomit, or Purge, there being no Offenfive Drugs in the 
Compofition of this Panacea, which are fo apt to propagate 
Difeafes ot this Kind rather than deftroy them. The Box is 
Ten Shillings, containing Three Pills, whereof one is fuf- 
ficient tor a Dofe. Sold only by R. Janeway, Printer, at the 


Corner of Dogwell-Court, White-Friars, with Printed Di- 
rections at large. 





Qu one 





LON DON: Printed by 3. Janeway, and Sold by B, Bragge, at the Raven ia 
Pater-Nofler-Row. 1710. 








